MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FORT ANN HELD ON MONDAY,
JUNE 8%, 2026 AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE FORT ANN TOWN HALL

PRESENT: Supervisor Samuel J. Hall
Councilman Michael Sexton
Councilman George F. Smith
Councilwoman Deborah Witherell

ABSENT: Christine Milligan-Town Historian

Jeffrey Meyer- Attorney for the Town
Councilwoman Gretchen Stark

OTHERS PRESENT: Miranda Herringshaw- Town Clerk, Paul Milligan/Matt Jones-Enforcement Officer,
Ronny Mattison- Highway Superintendent, Pete O’Brien, Lyle Washburn, Mason Leonard, Edward
Leonard, Don Bedeaux, Mark Patterson, Roberta Moskos, Cathy Matier, Mary Davis, Yuhiya Baker
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moment of silence was held for the following Fort Ann residents:

Motion was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Witherell to approve tonight’s
agenda.

Motion was carried unanimously.

Motion was introduced by Councilwoman Witherell, seconded by Councilman Sexton accept the Regular
Town Board Minutes of May 11, 2026.

Motion was carried unanimously.
Supervisor Hall read the April 2026 monthly financial statement.

Checking Account Balances

General Fund $262,446.48
Highway Fund $11,885.76
Youth Commission $2,717.95
Hadlock Dam Project $240.09
Hadlock Park District Fund $69,026.56
Consolidated Health District $370.48
Trust & Agency Fund $4,082.35
Medical Reimbursement Fund $6,304.36
Savings Accounts

NYCLASS-General Fund $902,420.08
NYCLASS-Highway Fund $1,401,064.42
NYCLASS-Hadlock Park District $150,190.26

NYCLASS-Hadlock Reserve Fund

$106,758.07

1



Motion was introduced by Councilwoman Witherell, seconded by Councilman Sexton to pay the bills as
warranted and audited.

Motion was carried unanimously.

6:03 p.m. Public Comment opened.
6:04 p.m. Public Comment closed without comment.

Supervisor’s Report:

Supervisor Hall stated that NYS health department gave the Fort Ann Beach a passing score but then

clarified that a 1999 waiver allowed operation without running hand-washing water, current rules

require running water (not just hand sanitizer), we were able to get porta potty unit with a foot-pump

sink., and a letter and waiver request with the needed changes was sent back to the health department;
The beach is still scheduled to open on June 27.

Supervisor Hall stated he was working with county and state on the FEMA floodplain project.
Required materials were submitted on time, but the deadline was extended to September, and there

may be new qualifications coming.

There is a Washington County Resiliency Plan survey available at the meeting for residents to fill out
about flooding, erosion, forest/ag impacts, etc., to help set countywide priorities.

Supervisor Hall stated that consolidation of the two Fire Departments still continues to be a priority as
we navigate the best way of consolidating the West Fort Ann and Fort Ann fire departments, to give the
Town Residents be the most cost effective and efficient fire protection services.

Councilwoman Witherell no news to report.

Councilman Sexton no news to report.

Councilman Smith- reports on the weed harvester.
Current Harvester Condition:

The harvester is beached and sitting on the lake bottom; it only stays above water because it’s on
cribbing. Multiple attempts to fix or refloat it have failed.

Repair Options Considered (and Rejected)
Foaming the boat: Rough estimate $15,000, not including cost to bring it ashore and open it up.



New stainless steel hull: rough estimate $60,000-570,000 to put a 27-year-old machine on a new hull.

Neither of these options are cost effective and will continue not “fix” the problem, it is more of a band
aid.

Replacement Options

Leasing/renting a harvester locally and or hiring a team to come in and harvest (but that’s “very
expensive” and they bring their own equipment).

A new harvester quote (the model that is specked out) came in around $220,000, plus approximately
$30,000 for a trailer (total ~$250,000; trailer price not yet firm).

A trailer is important to avoid paying $6,000-5$7,000 per lift to have Rozelle put it in and out of the water
each season.

Finances / Hadlock Reserve

The Hadlock Reserve has about $106,758.
We will look at bonding/financing (how much to borrow, terms, etc.).

They likely must bid out for a new machine, using tight specs (“or equal”), but:
Long lead times: ~6 months build plus 60—90 days for bidding, so about a year total.

Harvesters are built to order; not many just “sitting on lots.”
Current market: no suitable used units found.

They need a harvester that can cut at least 6 feet; 7-foot machines are too large, and a 5-foot unit could

work temporarily but isn’t ideal to own long-term.

Plan for This Season

Worst-case: no harvester this year if we can’t lease or rent an appropriate machine.
They’re working on pumping out and moving the existing harvester to get it down to the bridge and out
of the water, with the expectation it will likely be scraped.

Leasing a smaller (5-foot) harvester for this year is being explored, but availability is limited.

Councilwoman Stark excused.



Town Clerk’s Report was given for May 2026.

Highway Superintendent Report: Ronny Mattson provided updates on various highway department
activities, including mowing, weed whacking, and culvert work.

Enforcement Officer Report: Paper report given for May 2026.
Historian: Not present.

Dog Control Officer: Not present, paper report given for May 2026.
Old Business: None

New Business: None

RESOLUTION #55-2026

RESOLUTION APPOINTING 2026 LIFEGUARD

On motion of Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Witherell to accept resolution entitled
“RESOLUTION APPOINTING 2026 LIFEGUARD”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED, that the Fort Ann Town Board does hereby appoint a Brendan Wright as a
director/lifeguard for the summer of 2026.

RESOLUTION #56-2026

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW PROHIBITING COMMERCIAL BATTERY
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMSIN THE TOWN OF FORT ANN

On motion of Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Sexton to accept resolution entitled
“RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW PROHIBITING COMMERCIAL BATTERY
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMSIN THE TOWN OF FORT ANN”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED,

Section 1. The proposed local law prohibiting commercial battery energy storage systems in the
Town of Fort Ann is hereby introduced. A public hearing shall be noticed and held by the Town
Board on July 13, 2026 at 6:00 p.m to consider the proposed local law. Copies of the Local Law
shall be available at the Town Clerk’s office for review.

Section 2. The Town Clerk is hereby directed to publish and post the requisite public hearing
notices in accordance with the law.

RESOLUTION #57-2026
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO DIANE DAVIS, AS TRUSTEE v.

THE ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF FORT ANN BEARING INDEX NO. EC2025-39598



On motion of Councilman Sexton, seconded by Councilwoman Witherell to accept resolution entitled”
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO DIANE DAVIS, AS TRUSTEE v.
THE ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF FORT ANN BEARING INDEX NO. EC2025-39598”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED, that Meyer, Fuller & Stockwell, PLLC is authorized to execute any and all documents
pertaining to the settlement of the Article 7 petition reducing the assessment on property
bearing tax identification number: 73.9-1-5, in accordance with the RPTL Section 727 to
establish the assessment rates for the ensuing years and based on the terms contained therein.

RESOLUTION #58-2026

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO MOOSE HILLOCK
CAMPGROUND-NY, LLC a/k/a MOOSE HILLOCK CAMPING RESORTS v. THE ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF
FORT ANN BEARING INDEX NOs. EC2024-37284 and EC2025-39565

On motion of Councilman Sexton, seconded by Councilman Smith to accept resolution entitled
“RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO MOOSE HILLOCK
CAMPGROUND-NY, LLC a/k/a MOOSE HILLOCK CAMPING RESORTS v. THE ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF
FORT ANN BEARING INDEX NOs. EC2024-37284 and EC2025-39565”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED, that Meyer, Fuller & Stockwell, PLLC is authorized to execute any and all documents
pertaining to the settlement of the Article 7 petition reducing the assessment on property
bearing tax identification numbers: 110.-2-14 and 119.-2-1.3, in accordance with the RPTL
Section 727 to establish the assessment rates for the ensuing years and based on the terms
contained therein.

RESOLUTION #59-2026
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO FUCHS and O’KEEFFE v. THE
ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF FORT ANN BEARING INDEX NO. EC2025-39439

On motion of Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Sexton to accept resolution entitled
“RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO FUCHS and O’KEEFFE v. THE
ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF FORT ANN BEARING INDEX NO. EC2025-39439”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED, that Meyer, Fuller & Stockwell, PLLC is authorized to execute any and all documents
pertaining to the settlement of the Article 7 petition reducing the assessment on property
bearing tax identification number: 64.17-1-44.1, in accordance with the RPTL Section 727 to
establish the assessment rates for the ensuing years and based on the terms contained therein.



RESOLUTION #60-2026
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO GREEN v. THE TOWN OF
FORT ANN, et al. BEARING INDEX NOs. EC2024-37291 and EC2025-39567

On motion of Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Sexton to accept resolution entitled
“RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT RELATIVE TO GREEN v. THE TOWN OF
FORT ANN, et al. BEARING INDEX NOs. EC2024-37291 and EC2025-39567”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED, that Meyer, Fuller & Stockwell, PLLC is authorized to execute any and all documents
pertaining to the settlement of the Article 7 petition reducing the assessment on property
bearing tax identification number: 64.17-1-44.1, in accordance with the RPTL Section 727 to
establish the assessment rates for the ensuing years and based on the terms contained therein.

RESOLUTION #61-2026
RESOLUTION APPROVING WASHINGTON COUNTY EMS PROVIDING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
WITHIN THE TOWN OF FORT ANN

On motion of Councilman Sexton, seconded by Councilman Smith to accept resolution entitled
“RESOLUTION APPROVING WASHINGTON COUNTY EMS PROVIDING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
WITHIN THE TOWN OF FORT ANN”

ADOPTED AYES 4 Smith, Sexton, Witherell, Hall

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby acknowledges, approves, and authorizes the County of
Washington DPS-Bureau of EMS to operate an Advanced Life Support EMS Agency in the Town
of Fort Ann, irrespective mutual aid, and since the County EMS Division is countywide the
response of County EMS Division assets is outside of the scope of existing mutual aid
requirements

6:38 p.m. Open Public Discussion

Lyle Washburn Congratulated the Fort Ann softball team on their sectional win and wished them luck as
they move onto the play offs for States.

6:39 p.m. Closed Public Discussion

6:39 p.m. Motion was introduced by Councilman Sexton, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn
from regular meeting.

Motion was carried unanimously.



6:48 p.m. Motion was introduced by Councilman Sexton, seconded by Councilman Smith to enter into
executive session to discuss contracts.

Motion was carried unanimously.
7:06 p.m. Motion was introduced by Councilman Sexton, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn.

Motion was carried unanimously.

Total Abstracts for May: General: $334,913.99
Highway: $33,933.35
Hadlock: $24.35

Respectfully submitted,

Miranda L. Herringshaw, Town Clerk
Dated: June 10, 2026 Town of Fort Ann, New York



